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For Immediate Release


Contact:  Kristin Herman, 973-252-2642

  
    Bob Sagendorf @ rsagendorf@eiielectric.com
New Jersey ASSE Chapter to Aid Toys for Tots By Providing Christmas Gifts for Needy Children

Cranford, NJ, (November 5, 2008)-- The New Jersey Chapter of the American Society of Safety Engineers (NJASSE) today officially kicked off its annual toy drive to garner toys from local ASSE members to be donated to children this holiday season. Proceeds will be donated to the National Marine Toys for Tots Foundation benefiting needy children in the central New Jersey area communities this holiday season.  Toys will be collected during our December 11th meeting.  Other toy drop off locations can be found by visiting this website http://www.toysfortots.org/donate/toys-sites.asp
During the holiday season, underprivileged children often feel left out of the holiday experience, which includes receiving gifts. 

"Participating in the toy drive is the ideal way for local ASSE members and families to give back to the community," ASSE Past President Bob Sagendorf said today. " ”Our organization has been an integral part of this community's service and growth for many years, therefore, it comes as no surprise that we have decided to assist Toys for Tots again in its annual campaign to raise awareness and donate toys for a worthy cause.
 “Participating in the toy drive gives the NJASSE the opportunity to make a difference and bring happiness to many disadvantaged children this Christmas," Sagendorf said. “Day and night our members are committed to keeping people, property and the environment safe. We believe that this effort to help the children in our community is an extension of those efforts.”
The mission of the Marine Toys for Tots foundation since its inception in 1947 has been to ‘bring the joy of Christmas to America's needy children’. The 2008 Toys for Tots campaign surpassed the goals of last year. Toys were donated to 54 local families.
 “The important thing is that we are local people helping local families” Sagendorf said. “We will be seeking donations at our chapter meetings and through other efforts. In the meantime we urge other organizations to do the same.”
About Marine Toys for Tots Foundation

Toys for Tots is the Marine Corps' premier community action program, one of the nation's flagship charitable endeavors, an American tradition and a national treasure. For 50 years, Marines have been the unchallenged leaders in looking after needy children at Christmas. The Toys for Tots message of hope for the future has motivated youngsters to grow into responsible, productive, patriotic citizens and community leaders. Toys for Tots has earned the distinction as a program which plays an important role in helping youngsters emerge from a background of poverty to adulthood as assets to society. Toys for Tots not only benefits children, but also have a positive impact on communities, on businesses - large and small, on the Marine Corps and on the nation. Toys for Tots is one vehicle for addressing the issue of poverty among children. For more information on Toys for Tots, please contact www.toysfortots.org.
About American Society of Safety Engineers-New Jersey Chapter

Based in Cranford, NJ, the ASSE New Jersey Chapter is the third largest ASSE chapter with over 550 members and is committed to enhancing and promoting the status of the safety profession and to fostering the knowledge and skills of safety, health and environmental professionals to protect the workforce, society and the environment. For additional information, please contact www.njasse.org or to make a donation, please contact Bob Sagendorf @ rsagendorf@eiielectric.com.
About American Society of Safety Engineers


Founded in 1911, the Des Plaines, IL-based ASSE is the oldest and largest professional safety organization and is committed to protecting people, property and the environment. Its more than 32,000 occupational safety, health and environmental professional members manage, supervise, research and consult on safety, health, transportation and environmental issues in all industries, government, labor and education. For more information check ASSE’s website at www.asse.org.
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