
 

 

The current situation regarding the outbreak of swine influenza A(H1N1) is evolving rapidly, accord-

ing to the World Health Organization. As of April 27, the United States government has reported 40 

laboratory confirmed human cases of swine influenza A(H1N1), with no deaths. Mexico has reported 

26 confirmed human cases of infection with the same virus, including seven deaths. Canada has 

reported six cases, with no deaths, while Spain has reported one case, with no deaths.  

WHO advises no restriction of regular travel or closure of borders. It is considered prudent for peo-

ple who are ill to delay international travel and for people developing symptoms following interna-

tional travel to seek medical attention, in line with guidance from national authorities.  

There is also no risk of infection from this virus from consumption of well -cooked pork and pork 

products, according to WHO. Individuals are advised to wash hands thoroughly with soap and water 

on a regular basis and should seek medical attention if they develop any symptoms of influenza -like 

illness.  

The WHO Emergency Committee, 

established in compliance with the 

International Health Regulations 

(2005), held its second meeting on 

April 27.  

The committee considered avail-

able data on confirmed outbreaks 

of A/H1N1 swine influenza in the 

United States, Mexico, and Can-

ada. The committee also consid-

ered reports of possible spread to 

additional countries.  

On the advice of the committee, 

the WHO Director-General decided 

to raise the level of influenza pan-

demic alert from the current 

phase 3 to phase 4. 

Phase 4 is characterized by verified human -to-human transmission of an animal or human-animal 

influenza reassortant virus able to cause òcommunity-level outbreaks.ó The ability to cause sus-

tained disease outbreaks in a community marks a significant upwards shift in the risk for a pan-

demic. Any country that suspects or has verified such an event should urgently consult with WHO so 

that the situation can be jointly assessed and a decision made by the affected country if implemen-

tation of a rapid pandemic containment operation is warranted. Phase 4 indicates a significant in-

crease in risk of a pandemic but does not necessarily mean that a pandemic is a foregone conclu-

sion. 

The change to a higher phase of pandemic alert indicates that the likelihood of a pandemic has in-

creased, but not that a pandemic is inevitable. As further information becomes available, WHO may 

decide to either revert to phase 3 or raise the level of alert to another phase.  

This decision was based primarily on epidemiological data demonstrating human -to-human transmis-

sion and the ability of the virus to cause community -level outbreaks. Given the widespread pres-

ence of the virus, the Director -General considered that containment of the outbreak is not feasible. 

The current focus should be on mitigation measures.  
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Celebrate North American Occupational 
Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week, May 3 - 9, 
2009 and Occupational Safety and Health 
Professional (OSHP) Day, May 6, 2009. The 
New Jersey Chapter is celebrating North Ameri-
can Occupational Safety and Health (NAOSH) 
Week by joining with the NJ State Industrial 
Safety Committee (NJSISC) to sponsor a Spring 

Professional Development Conference (PDC).  The PDC will be 
at Ramapo College in Mahwah, NJ on May 7th.  The topic is:  
òManaging Your EHS Career in a Downsizing Environmentó. 
On Wednesday, May 6th, we celebrate YOU, the Safety and 
Health Professional.  You make a difference and make an im-

(Continued on page 3) 

Presidentõs Message 

Pulitzer Prize for 
òCourageousó Reporting  

2 

Swine Flu 
What You Can Do to Stay Healthy 

2 

Local VPP Approvals 5 

New Members 5 

Product Safety Recall 6 

Meeting Announcement 6 

Job Postings 7 

Leonard Katzõ Retirement 
Flyer 

8 

Spring PDC Flyer 9 

Photo of the Month  10 

Calendar 
Schedule of Events 

10 

2008ñ2009 
Meeting Schedule 

10 

Inside this issue:  

May 2009 
Volume 05.09 

World Health Organization Raises  

Level of Pandemic Alert  

Click on images where 

this icon appears.  



 

 

Page 2  Safe ty Mat te rs  Volume 05.09 Safe ty Matters  

Are you aware that the NJ Chapter has 2 scholarships that are given away each year?  

Below is a quick description of the scholarships. You can find the application  

and more details on our website:   www.njasse.org   under the Education tab.  

Scholarships 

NJ ASSE Scholarship Program 

Do you have a son or daughter who is currently a college student? How about a niece,  nephew or grandchild who is in college? If you fall into any of these cate-

gories, and are a member of the NJ ASSE Chapter in good standing, you are eligible to submit the name of that student to the Scholarship Committee for either 

the Ted Brickley/Bernice Shickora Scholarship or the Joyce Cunningham Scholarship. Below is a brief description of the genera l r equirements for the two schol-

arships and some specific requirements for each. The amount of the scholarships vary based on the number of applicants and th e available scholarship pool.   In 

past years recipients were awarded $1000 each.  

General Requirements  

Students must be enrolled in an accredited college or university as either a full -time or a part -time undergraduate or graduate student. Applicants must be a 

resident of New Jersey, but they can be enrolled in an out -of-state school. They can be a son/daughter , nephew/niece , or grandchild of a NJ ASSE Chapter 

member.  

All applicants must complete the application for the award that they are eligible for and submit an official transcript, refe rence letter from a high school 

teacher, a professor from the University they are attending or a supervisor at a current job. All applicants must have at lea st a 2.5 GPA on a scale of 4.0. 

Other criteria used to evaluate all applicants include demonstrated leadership skills in extracurricular activities, involvem ent  in professional organizations, 

communications skills, and other awards & honors earned at educational institutions.  

The American Society of Safety Engineers this week congratulated 

reporter Alexandra Berzon and the Las Vegas Sun for not only win-

ning the prestigious Pulitzer Prize award for public service reporting 

but for raising awareness of the importance of workplace safety.  

In his congratulatory letter sent to Berzon April 20, ASSE President 

Warren K. Brown, CSP, ARM, CSHM, noted, òA workplace fatality is 

not just a number, but a person with family, friends, and co -

workers, as your Las Vegas Sun stories illustrated. Your continued 

excellent research and reporting on the issue of workplace fatali-

ties and injuries, especially in the construction field, in Las Vegas 

have had a positive effect on the city and the state, especially for 

workers and their families, when it comes to enhancing safety.ó 

Brown went on to note, òBy raising awareness of the issues at hand 

and educating your audience on the positive effects of developing 

and implementing comprehensive occupational safety and health 

programs and realizing the value of the safety professional, the Las 

Vegas Sun series has made a difference and we congratulate you.ó 

This honor not only awards the reporter and the newspaper but 

illustrates the importance and the major interest in work safety 

worldwide, according to ASSE. Repeat Pulitzer Prize winner New 

York Times reporter David Barstow (2009 for investigative report-

ing) also won a Pulitzer Prize for Public Service in 2004 with Lowell 

Bergman for a series on worker safety issues in the U.S. and Can-

ada. 

The Pulitzer Prize judges gave the Public Service award to òthe Las 

Vegas Sun, and notably the courageous reporting by Alexandra Ber-

zon, for the exposure of the high death rate among construction 

workers on the Las Vegas Strip amid lax enforcement of regulations, 

leading to changes in policy and improved safety conditions.ó 

The Pulitzer Prizes are sponsored by the Columbia School of Jour-

nalism in New York City.  

ISHN 

Newspaper Wins Pulitzer Prize for òCourageousó 

Reporting on Fatal Safety Failures  

Stay informed. This website will be updated regu-

larly as information becomes available.  

Influenza is thought to spread mainly person -to-
person through coughing or sneezing of infected 
people.  

Take everyday actions to stay healthy.   

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the 
trash after you use it.  

Wash your hands often with soap and water, 

especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol -
based hands cleaners are also effective.  

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

Germs spread that way.  

Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends 
that you stay home from work or school and 
limit contact with others to keep from infecting 
them.  

Follow public health advice regarding school clo-
sures, avoiding crowds and other social distancing 
measures. 

Develop a family emergency plan as a precaution. 

This should include storing a supply of food, medi-
cines, facemasks, alcohol-based hand rubs and 
other essential supplies.  

Call 1-800-CDC-INFO for more information.  

Swine Flu  

What You Can Do to Stay Healthy  

http://www.njasse.org
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pact on many lives each and every day.  
NJ ASSE 2009-2010 OFFICER ELECTIONS 
The results from our election are inéé..The 2009-2010 Officers are:  
Frank Gesualdo ð President  
Alex Ruiz ð President Elect  
Dan Rollino ð Vice President  
George Olsen ð Treasurer  
John Vogler ð Secretary  
On March 19th, we had a joint meeting with NJ AIHA. This meeting was at Snuffyõs Pantagis in 
Scotch Plains, NJ.  Dan Rollino, Secretary of NJ ASSE, gave a great presentation on  Return to 
Work Programs & the Safety Professional.  The ôafter dinnerõ presentation was a very fun and 
informative presentation on Industrial Ergonomic Applications.  
Our next monthly meeting (May 21 st) is a joint dinner meeting with the Penn -Jersey Chapter.  The 
topic is Work Zone Safety  and it will be at the Cranbury Inn in Cranbury, NJ.  
NJ ASSE donated $500 for the Special Olympics NJ ð 23rd Annual Lincoln Tunnel Chal-
lenge 5K walk/run.   
Please see all of our up to date information on www.njasse.org .  
 
I look forward to seeing you at a meeting and welcome your comments and ideas 
president@njasse.org . 
 
Sincerely, 

Kristin (Kelley) Herman, ASP, CHMM 

President, NJ Chapter ASSE 

Presidentõs Message 

(Continued)  

One of our main focuses of the Chapter is to increase monthly meeting attendance.  To achieve this, 
we are offering incentives for those members who attend the monthly meetings.  Here are a few of 
the incentives that are being utilized for this year:  

Attend all scheduled meetings - 1 free PDC voucher for the next year  

Come to 4 meetings - receive a $20 gas card 

Bring your boss/supervisor ð The boss gets in free 

Sponsor a monthly meeting w/tour - Free PDC voucher 

Member meeting speaker - Free meeting in addition to speaker gig  

Bring 2 or more colleagues (same company) - 1 free meeting (for you)  

Four or more from the same company - All 1/2 price  

Write an article and have it published in the monthly newsletter (min. 300 -500 words) - 1 free 

meeting 

Provide meeting speaker - 1 free meeting  

All new members ð 1 free meeting  

Another goal is to obtain the ASSE Society Recognition Award (STAR Chapter Achievement). 

http://www.njasse.org/
mailto:president@njasse.org
http://www.asse.org/newsroom/naosh09

