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The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) today released a new safety video showing the need for 

emergency response agencies, companies, and communities to work closely together to prepare for 

the kinds of tragic chemical accidents the CSB has investigated over the past decade.  

The new video, entitled òEmergency Preparedness: Findings from CSB Accident Investigations,ó uses 

computer animations, interviews, and news footage to depict a series of chemical accidents that 

illustrate the need for effective training, communications, and community planning. In some inci-

dents, firefighters and police were overcome by toxic chemicals and forced to retreat from 

neighborhoods; in others, firefighters and workers were tragically killed and others injured.  

The video is available online at www.csb.gov. It can be ordered free of charge on a new two -DVD 

set of all CSB safety videos by filling out the request form in the Video Room of www.csb.gov 

In the video, CSB Chairman John Bresland notes, òPreparations by companies, emergency respond-

ers, government authorities, and the public are critical to reducing injuries and saving lives. Itõs not 

only important to be prepared, but everyone must communicate, have an up -to-date plan in place 

and practice that plan regularly. We hope that our findings will help keep communities safe.ó 

In addition to comments by CSB investigators and board members, the video features observations 

by fire chiefs, a state fire marshal, and an expert on emergency preparedness and local emergency 

planning. Danvers, Massachusetts, Fire Chief James P. Tutko, who led the effort to battle a massive 

fire and explosion at an ink plant in 2006, and oversaw the community evacuation, said he recom-

mends òEmergency Preparednessó as well as other CSB safety videos. òI can recommend CSB safety 

videos for their content and ac-

curacy. They can be used for all 

aspects of emergency response 

training,ó Chief Tutko said, add-

ing, òDonõt wait for an accident 

in your jurisdiction to learn 

about the CSBõs findings.ó 

The video begins with an anima-

tion of a boiling liquid expansion 

vapor explosion, or BLEVE, in a 

large propane tank that killed 

two firefighters and injured 

seven others in a 1998 accident 

in Albert City, Iowa. The fire-

fighters had not received accu-

rate training or guidance on 

BLEVE hazards and approached 

within 100 feet of the burning 

tank when it suddenly blew 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Last Presidentõs Message ð Thank YOU!  
This will be my last Presidentõs message for the 
NJ Chapterõs newsletter.  I want to thank every-
one for their support during my year as President.  
We have an outstanding group of safety profes-
sionals and I am proud to be a part of this won-

derful Chapter and organization.  

I wish Frank Gesualdo (President-Elect) all the best for the 2009 -

2010 year. NJ ASSE 2009-2010 OFFICERS 

Frank Gesualdo ð President  

Alex Ruiz ð President Elect  

Dan Rollino ð Vice President  

George Olsen ð Treasurer  

John Vogler ð Secretary  
May Meeting Recap: 

On May 21st, we had our annual joint meeting with the Penn -
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Are you aware that the NJ Chapter has 2 scholarships that are given away each year?  

Below is a quick description of the scholarships. You can find the application  

and more details on our website:   www.njasse.org   under the Education tab.  

Scholarships 

NJ ASSE Scholarship Program 

Do you have a son or daughter who is currently a college student? How about a niece,  nephew or grandchild who is in college? If you fall into any of these cate-

gories, and are a member of the NJ ASSE Chapter in good standing, you are eligible to submit the name of that student to the Scholarship Committee for either 

the Ted Brickley/Bernice Shickora Scholarship or the Joyce Cunningham Scholarship. Below is a brief description of the genera l r equirements for the two schol-

arships and some specific requirements for each. The amount of the scholarships vary based on the number of applicants and th e available scholarship pool.   In 

past years recipients were awarded $1000 each.  

General Requirements  

Students must be enrolled in an accredited college or university as either a full -time or a part -time undergraduate or graduate student. Applicants must be a 

resident of New Jersey, but they can be enrolled in an out -of-state school. They can be a son/daughter , nephew/niece , or grandchild of a NJ ASSE Chapter 

member.  

All applicants must complete the application for the award that they are eligible for and submit an official transcript, refe rence letter from a high school 

teacher, a professor from the University they are attending or a supervisor at a current job. All applicants must have at lea st a 2.5 GPA on a scale of 4.0. 

Other criteria used to evaluate all applicants include demonstrated leadership skills in extracurricular activities, involvem ent  in professional organizations, 

communications skills, and other awards & honors earned at educational institutions.  

In an address to the New Jersey Motorcoach Association , NTSB Acting Chairman 

Mark V. Rosenker called on the motorcoach industry to voluntarily move toward 

fleets equipped with lap/shoulder belts, according to a recent NTSB press re-

lease. 

Rosenker said that while a systematic and multi -dimensional approach to occu-

pant safety is the best way to keep motorcoach operations as safe as possible, 

since such a system has not been required of new motorcoaches by the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration, industry leaders should move ahead and 

voluntarily add restraint systems that are currently available on newly manu-

factured motorcoaches.  

òIn your next motorcoach purchase you can do something that Australia has 

required since 1994,ó said Rosenker. òItõs something that the European Union 

has required since 1997. Itõs something the state of Texas will require on all 

motorcoaches chartered for school trips beginning in 2011. Itõs something that 

Greyhound recently announced will be on its newest fleet of motorcoaches, and 

its something many of your competitors will soon have ñ lap/shoulder belts.ó 

Making the case that lap/shoulder belts donõt just enhance safety but also 

make good business sense, Rosenker said that they could provide a competitive 

advantage as passengers become as savvy about the safety advantages of occu-

pant restraint systems on motorcoaches as they have about similar systems in 

automobiles.òDo you think that you could possibly sell a minivan in this country 

without a five star crash rating?ó asked Rosenker. 

On those occasions when a motorcoach accident does occur, Rosenker called on 

the executives to view it as an opportunity to find ways to improve the safety 

of their fleets to bring them òcloser to an accident-free environment.ó He also 

emphasized how public confidence in the safety of the motorcoach industry is a 

key to its continued success.  

The complete text of the speech is available at http://www.ntsb.gov/

speeches/rosenker/mvr090603.html  
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Motorcoach Industry Should Voluntarily 
Equip Fleets with Lap/Shoulder Belts  

Company Penalty Issued,  (in Millions), Year  

1. BP Products North America, Inc., $21.3, 2005 

2. IMC Fertilizer/Angus Chemical, $11.5, 1991 

3. Imperial Sugar Co., $8.7, 2008 

4. Samsung Guam, Inc., $8.2, 1995 

5. Citgo Petroleum, $8.1, 1991  

6. Dayton Tire, Div. of Bridgestone/Firestone, 

Inc., $7.4, 1994  

7. USX (U.S. Steel Corporation), $7.1, 1990 

8. Phillips 66 Co., Houston Chemical Complex, 

$6.3, 1990 

9. Hercules, Inc., $6.3, 1993  

10. TPM/Macomber et al., $5.1, 1987  

Top Ten Penalties Issued by 

Federal OSHA to Date  


