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As transportation crashes continue to be the number one cause of on -the-job deaths in the U.S., 

causing 2,053 workplace fatalities in 2007, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) notes in 

its revised òDistracted Driving in Motor Vehiclesó position statement that ôthe issue is worthy of 

public debate since the inappropriate use of an electronic device while operating a vehicle can 

have catastrophic consequences for individuals, families and employersõ and lays out a series of 

recommendations to address the issue. 

ôASSEõs view is that focusing attention simply on electronic devices in the public debate on dis-

tracted driving, though purposeful and well meaning, can also be unfortunate since the same safety 

risks posed by cellular phones also holds true for a vehicle operator who drives in an unsafe manner 

while eating, drinking, reading, operating any other electronic device, or some other type of dis-

tracting activity where the driverõs mind, eyes, and hands are engaged elsewhere than the road 

ahead and the steering wheel.õ 

òGovernment officials, the public and employers need more guidance as to what constitutes a haz-

ardous act created by inappropriate actions, which may include but is not limited to the use of 

electronic devices,ó ASSE President C. Christopher Patton, CSP, said today. òWhile the research to 

date is significant and should be adequate to 

convince public policy makers, lawmakers and 

regulators that action is needed, better crash 

data and other research should be pursued to 

clarify and quantify the magnitude of the 

driver distraction problem as well as the rela-

tive contributions of different sources of 

driver distraction.ó 

ASSE recommends that the Society and its 

members pursue the following initiatives to 

help limit the risks posed by distracted driv-

ing: 

Encourage and support employer rules ban-

ning any employee use of electronic de-

vices while driving, including proactive 

training of employees about the risks asso-

ciated with electronic devices and other 

sources of distracted driving.  

Support proposed public laws and regula-

tions that effectively limit the use of elec-

tronic devices while driving from the per-

spective of SH&E professionals bringing 

attention to workplace driving risks.  

(Continued on page 7) 

The Newsletter of the New Jersey Chapter of the American Society of Safety Engineers  The Newsletter of the New Jersey Chapter of the American Society of Safety Engineers  --  NJASSENJASSE  

W e're off to a busy start for 

the  2009-2010 year!  Our first 

meeting was a joint meeting with the 

College Health and Environmental 

Safety Society (CHESS) on September 

17 at Rutgers. Dr. Alan Sherman PhD, 

FAIC and Charles Malaniak PG, CPG 

presented on the relevency of Green Audits to 

EH&S.  

A few days later on September 22 we held our Fall 

PDC at Roche in Nutley on "Pandemic Preparedness 

in NJ - Are You ready?".  This conference was a 

huge success with almost 70 attendees!!   Many 

thanks again to our PDC Chair, John Marci, the 

many people at Roche who contributed with facili-

ties arrangements and speakers, and Don Weather-

bee from Reichhold for speaking and making the 

sharing arrangements of the materials presented!  

Our next 2 events are coming up shortly.   Our next 

monthly meeting is October 20th  and we hope to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A proposed rule to align the OSHAõs Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) with provisions of the United Nations Globally Harmo-

nized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) was published in the September 30 Federal Register. 

The current HCS requires chemical manufacturers and importers to evaluate the hazards of the chemicals they produce or import  

and provide information to subsequent users. The current standard requires all employers to have a hazard communication pro-

gram for workers exposed to hazardous chemicals. The program includes materials such as container labels, safety data sheets,  

and employee training.  

A number of countries, including the United States, international organizations and stakeholders participated in developing t he 

GHS to address inconsistencies in hazard classification and communications. The GHS was developed to provide a single, harmo-

nized system to classify chemicals, labels and safety data sheets with the primary benefit of increasing the quality and cons istency 

of information provided to workers, employers and chemical users. Under the GHS, labels would include signal words, pictogram s, 

and hazard and precautionary statements. Additionally, information on safety data sheets would be presented in a designated o r-

der.  

òThe proposal to align the hazard communication standard with the 

GHS will improve the consistency and effectiveness of hazard com-

munications and reduce chemical -related injuries, illnesses and fa-

talities,ó said acting Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA Jordan 

Barab. òFollowing the GHS approach will increase workplace safety, 

facilitate international trade in chemicals, and generate cost savings 

from production efficiencies for firms that manufacture and use haz-

ardous chemicals.ó 

òTodayõs action is the result of the sustained efforts of both the new 

and previous administration, demonstrating the non -partisan nature 

of this issue,ó stated the occupational health and safety consultancy 

ORC Worldwide in Washington, DC. òHarmonizing OSHAõs standards 

with the GHS is supported by a wide range of stakeholders in the 

safety and health community. This effort also manifests OSHAõs in-

creasing sensitivity to global safety and health trends, promising im-

proved communication of chemical hazards to workers while at the 

same time streamlining international trade.ó 

òORC is committed to working with OSHA and other stakeholders to 

move this rulemaking forward,ó says ORC Senior Vice President Frank 

White. òWe believe aligning OSHA rules with the GHS will help com-

panies and protect workers, so we are hopeful this time the process 

will avoid the paralyzing polarization that has too often character-

ized previous OSHA rulemakings.ó 

ISHN 

OSHA Issues Proposed Rule to Adopt the Globally  

Harmonized Hazard Communication System  

http://www.asse.org/education/stfsymposium
http://www.eiielectric.com/


 

 

see you at GE Healthcare Bio -Sciences Corp. in Piscataway  for this   joint meeting 

with ACHMM-NJ. The topic will be Pandemic Flu Planning in the Workplace an our 

speakers will be Michael Yarnell, Occupational Safety and Health Administration and 

Sean Lichty, Wyeth.   Please register on www.njasse.org  prior to the meeting.  

Then  on November 4 , we are co -sponsoring another PDC with ACHMM-NJ.  This 

is  the  New Jersey EHS+HS Conference (Environmental Health & Safety and Homeland 

Security).   This will be held at the Middlesex County Fire Academy in Sayre-

ville.  The flyer and registration materials are posted on our website.  

I look forward to seeing you at a meeting and welcome your comments 

and ideas at president@njasse.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

Frank Gesualdo, CSP 

President, New Jersey Chapter 

American Society of Safety Engineers 
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The Alliance of Hazardous Materials Professionals (AHMP), formerly the Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers 

(ACHMM), honored its top members, chapters and supporters during an awards ceremony at its recent National Conference in San 

Diego, Calif., according to an association press release.  

The AHMP awards program recognizes outstanding contributions in education, training, research, development, operations and 

performance that advance the association's mission and the hazardous materials and environmental, health, safety and security  

(EHS&S) professions. 

"The Alliance of Hazardous Materials Professionals applauds its members, chapters and supporters who are being honored for th eir  

outstanding contributions with an award," said AHMP President Harry S. Kemp, CHMM, during the presentation ceremony. "Each of  

the honorees has made a valuable contribution that has helped make AHMP more vibrant and stronger membership organization."  

Among the awards presented were:  

Hazardous Materials Manager of the Year ñCheryl Polios, CHMM of the New Jersey Chapter of ACHMM. This award, which recog-

nizes a hazardous materials professional over the age of 35 who has made outstanding contributions in the EHS&S field, was pr e-

sented to Cheryl Polios, CHMM of the New Jersey Chapter of ACHMM. Polios has served as a New Jersey chapter trustee, vice presi-

dent and president. For the past two years she has served as chair of the chapterõs CHMMunity Task Force; a member of the Pro-

grams, Membership and Nominations committees; as well as a member of the Website Work Group in addition to fulfilling her re-

sponsibilities as immediate past president.  

Chapter of the Year ñNew Jersey Chapter. The New Jersey Chapter of ACHMM was honored as the Chapter of the Year. Among its 

many accomplishments were the hosting of two CHMMunity projects with the Habitat for Humanity chapters in Ocean County and 

Trenton, N.J.; launching a new Web site that mirrors the look -and-feel of AHMP Web site; and participating in the Rutgers Univer-

sity Environmental Science and Engineering Career Fair to promote the CHMM credential.  

Honor Roll of Champions Award.  AHMP local chapters that fulfill five criteria out of a list that includes items such as sponsoring 

an Essentials of Hazardous Materials Management course are recognized with an Honor Roll of Champions Award. The six chapters 

honored were: Eastern Washington Chapter of ACHMM, Gateway Society of Hazardous Materials Managers, Georgia Chapter of 

ACHMM, Michiana Chapter of ACHMM, New Jersey Chapter of ACHMM and Wisconsin CHMM Chapter (FET). 

Champions of Excellence Award.  Fifty -three individuals were also presented with a Champions of Excellence Award. To be consid-

ered for this award, each individual must fulfill five criteria out of a list that includes items such as publishing an artic le in a news-

paper or journal or introducing prospective members to AHMP. The 2009 Champions of Excellence honorees from the New Jersey 

Chapter of ACHMM are: Albert Arnofsky, CHMM; Matthew Basso, CHMM; Zvi Blank, Ph.D., CHMM; Sharon Budney, CHMM; John Egan, 

CHMM; Patricia Forgang, CHMM; Chandra Jennings, CHMM; Daniel Levine, CHMM; Roman Pazdro, CHMM; Cheryl Polios, CHMM; Philip 

Polios, CHMM; Diane Pupa, CHMM; Scott Sherman, CHMM; Charles Stebbins, CHMM; Roger Watson, CHMM; Barry R. Weissman, 

CHMM; Robert West, CHMM. 

AHMP Awards Recognize Outstanding Contributions to Hazmat and EHS&S Fields  

Presidentõs Message 

(Continued)  
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Featured Product Safety Recall  

NJ Chapter Receives  
STARS Recognition Award! 

 

NJ ASSE Chapter received the STAR Award for 
chapter year 2007-2008.  The award was pre-
sented to the NJ Chapter during the Chapter Rec-
ognition Luncheon at the Safety 2009 PDC in San 
Antonio Texas. Pictured receiving the award L to 
R:  George Olsen, John Kraynanski, Kristin Her-
man, Nazer Ali, Frank Gesualdo, Jack Fear-
ing, Dan Rollino 


