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The U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) released the Chemical Facility Anti -
Terrorism Standards (CFATS) Interim Final Rule 
that imposes comprehensive federal security 
regulations on high-risk chemical facilities.  The 
regulation was effective on June 8, 2007, ex-
cept for Appendix A to Part 27.  The DHS will 
subsequently announce the effective date of 
the Appendix.  
Guidelines, using a risk-based approach, were 
developed after reviewing comments from state 
and local partners, the U.S. Congress, private 
industry and the public. The DHS now has the 
authority to seek compliance through the impo-
sition of civil penalties, up to $25,000 per day, 
and to close non-compliant facilities.  
The final rule establishes performance stan-
dards for the security of chemical facilities in 
the United States.  Owners of chemical facili-
ties housing certain quantities of specified 
chemicals will be required to complete a pre-
liminary screening assessment to determine the 
level of risk associated with their facility.  Ap-
pendix A to Part 27 of the standard lists the 
DHS Chemicals of Interest and the Screening 
Threshold Quantity (STQ) in pounds. 
If a chemical facility preliminarily qualifies as 

high risk, its owners will be required to prepare 
and submit a Security Vulnerability Assessment 
(SVA) and to develop and implement Site Secu-
rity Plan (SSPs) which include measures that 
satisfy the identified risk -based performance 
standards. Submissions will be validated 
through audits and site inspections.  The in-
spections and audits are to be conducted only 
by personnel duly authorized and designated 
for that purpose as òinspectorsó by the Secre-
tary or the Secretaryõs designee.  The DHS will 
issue guidance identifying appropriate proc-
esses for inspections, and specifying the type 
and nature of documentation that must be 
made available for review during inspections 
and audits.  
Security standards will be required to achieve 
specific outcomes, including:  

Secure the perimeter and critical targets.  

Control access. 

Deter theft of potentially dangerous chemi-
cals. 

Prevent internal sabotage.  

Covered facilities contacted by DHS will have 
120 days from the publication of the regulation 
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Chemical Facility Anti -Terrorism Standards  
 By Jack Fearing, CPEA 

W elcome Back!  I am hoping this message finds you all well rested from an 
excellent summer.  Our June Planning meeting was very exciting as we have 

an exciting year planned for the NJ Chapter. I would like to extend a special thanks 
to Bob Sagendorf and the Chatham Fire department for their hospitality.  
Our chapter is off to a great start.  We are in the process of updating our Web site 
to make it more user friendly and our next meeting is well on its way.  The Septem-
ber meeting is scheduled for Thursday September 13 th, it is a joint meeting with the 
College Health and Environmental Safety Society.  Please see below or refer to our 
website at www.njasse.org  for further details.  

Our executive board has been busy planning for the upcoming year, for the next several months we 
have the following.  In October, we will be having a joint meeting with our colleagues at the NJ -
ACHHM.  In November, we will be having a joint meeting with our colleagues at the NY Metro ASSE.  
This year we will also be looking to participate in the Lincoln Tunnel Challenge Fun -Run/Walk for 
Special Olympics, Toys for Tots and working together with Habitat for Humanity.  
Our next meeting is Thursday September 13th at the Chubb Loss Control University in Warren, New 
Jersey.  This is a joint meeting with the College Health and Environmental Safety Society (CHESS of 
NJ).  The topic is Sprinkler Systems Save Lives and Protect Property.  We promise you great speak-
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Seek to honor the victims, 
their surviving family mem-
bers and friends, and the 
heroes who worked hard to 
rescue and preserve the mem-
ory of those lost.  

Never Forget 9 -11! 

http://www.njasse.org/
http://www.asse.org/


 

 

Autumn Garden Chores ð Pruning and Cutting   
By Barry R. Weissman, REM, CSP, CHMM, CHS-IV, CIPS 

As those leaves come down, so, maybe 
we also want to take the tree down or 
maybe just some limb pruning to get 
those trees and bushes looking good for 
next year.  
Pruning doesnõt have to be difficult; it 
all depends on your choice of tools and 
personal protective equipment (PPE).  
When cutting small limbs or branches, 
three -quarters of an inch or less, most 
people can use hand pruners.  These 
come in two styles: scissor cut, called by
-pass, and anvil cutters.  The difference 
is sometimes a matter of preference but 
the by-pass are usually better on live 
stems while the anvil is better on dead 
wood.  When using either one, having a 
sharp blade helps during the cutting.  
Gloves are helpful during the pruning 
process.  They tend to cushion your hand 
and protect it from the rough bark on 
the cut limbs.  
When cutting larger diameter branches, 
loppers give you the extra leverage for 
those branches up to two inches.  If your 
cutting overhead, a hard hat is in order 
along with safety glasses (those branches 
can whip around) and gloves. 
When it comes time to bring it down be 
it a limb or a whole tree, the power 
chain saw is the right tool for the job.  
However, this tool doesnõt have a brain 
when it starts cutting.  It will cut what-
ever is in its pathéyou will have to use 
your brain.  Before you use a chainsaw, 
there are some specific PPE require-
ments.  

PPE 

Clothing  

Proper PPE when using a chainsaw is not 
hit or miss.  You need protection ð big 
time.  For cut protection of the legs, 
chaps or special logging pants are neces-
sary.  If that chainsaw were to slip these 
specially designed pants help protect 
your leg by ripping apart and clogging 

the chain and sprockets.  
Long-sleeved shirt is needed to protect 
against scratches from the branches and 
twigs.  
Gloves, generally leather palm are a 
must.  They provide some vibration pro-
tection but most of all abrasion resis-
tance from handling the wood.   

Eye, head and face protection  

Wood chips flying around means eye, 
head and face protection.  Safety glasses 
with side -shields and a face shield are 
also a must.  The use of the loggerõs 
hardhat with built in faceshield and 
hearing protection solves the dilemma.  

Hearing protection  

Gasoline chainsaws are noisy!  Period, 
end of story.  However, you can protect 
yourself with either the hearing muff 
protector in the loggerõs hardhat, regu-
lar hearing muff or any type of in -the-
ear plug.  Whichever type you choose, 
you do need hearing protection.  Having 
said that, some of the electric chainsaws 
are not very noisy and you may be able 
to get by without hearing protection.  
Remember the rule of thumbéif you 
have to shout to be heard by a person 
three feet away, your over the OSHA 
limit, so use hearing protection.  

Chainsaw safety rules  

Before you begin, read and understand 
the manufacturerõs instructions.  If you 
donõt understand, ask the salesperson 
where you purchased the equipment.  
They can explain it to you.  
Weõve already talked about PPE ð put it 
on and use it.  
Do not start cutting trees until you have 
a clear work area, secure footing, and a 
planned path of retreat from a falling 
tree.  
Inspect the saw prior to use.  Do not 
operate a chainsaw that is damaged, 
improperly adjusted or not completely 
assembled.  Be sure that the cutting 

chain stops moving when the throttle 
control trigger is released.  If you are in 
doubt regarding the mechanical condi-
tion of your saw, consult your servicing 
dealer.  
Follow the manufacturer's sharpening 
and maintenance instructions for the 
chainsaw.  Sharpening cutting chain re-
quires two steps: sharpening of the cut-
ting edge and adjustment of the depth 
gauge setting.  When in doubt, see your 
servicing dealer for advice or repairs.  
Maintain proper saw chain tension.  A 
loose chain can come off the guide bar 
and can strike the operator.  
When cutting, hold the saw firmly with 
both hands, with thumbs and fingers 
encircling both chainsaw handles.  Grip 
the saw with the right hand on the rear 
(throttle) handle and the left hand on 
the front handle, even if you are left 
handed.  A firm grip will help you main-
tain control of the saw in the event of 
kickback or other unexpected reaction.  
Keep the chainsaw handles dry, clean 
and free of oil or fuel mixture to avoid 
slipping and to aid in control of the saw.  
Chainsaws are designed to be run at full 
speed.  Maintaining full throttle settings 
while cutting maximizes your productiv-
ity and to reduce fatigue for safer opera-
tion.  
Cut while standing slightly to the side, 
out of the plane of the cutting chain and 
guide bar to reduce the risk of injury in 
the event you lose control of the saw.  
Cut only while in a comfortable position.  
Do not overreach or cut above shoulder 
height.  
Carry the chain saw with the engine 
stopped, the guide bar and cutting chain 
to the rear, and the muffler away from 
your body.  When transporting your 
chainsaw, always use the appropriate 
guide bar scabbard. 
Do not operate a chainsaw in a tree or 
from a ladder.  If you canõt reach, it may 
be time for professional assistance.  
Be careful in the event the wood closes 
in and pinches the saw.  The 'push' force 
which is exerted when the top chain is 
pinched can add unexpectedly to any 
'pull' force you may use when attempting 
to pull the saw free.  You may pull the 
moving chain into yourself.  
Use extreme caution with cutting small -
size brush and saplings because slender 
material may catch the cutting chain and 
be whipped toward you or pull you off 
balance.  This is why PPE is so impor-
tant.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Deaths Halt Mine Rescue Effort   
In a tragic setback, underground rescue operations to find six missing miners in Utah were 
suspended following the deaths of three rescuers.  
The trio was killed and six others injured during a òsignificant bounceó at the Crandall 
Canyon Mine in Emery County Aug. 16. A bounce is a sudden outburst of coal and rock that 
occurs when stress in a coal pillar ð left to support underground workings ð ruptures with-
out warning.  
The men killed had been working to rescue six other miners who have been missing since 
an Aug. 6 collapse of the mine.  
The three deaths prompted officials to suspend all underground rescue operations, but the 
drilling of boreholes to locate the missing men has continued, according to the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration.  

National Safety Council 

Page 2  Safety Matters  Vo lume 09.07 

http://www.msha.gov/Genwal/CrandallCanyon.asp


 

 

Presidentõs Message 

(Continued)  

ers and of course, a great LUNCH!  We encourage you to join us.  
If you are interested in serving on our executive board, please 
contact me. We are always looking for help with our several 
committees.  
We hope to see you at our next chapter 
meeting.  We welcome your comments 
or questions regarding our chapter.  
 
Have a SAFE day! 

 
Nazer Ali, CHMM, ASP, CPEA 
President, NJ-ASSE  
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workers, medical workers, and 

police and military personnel 

compared to volunteers," ac-

cording to the study published 

in the journal Environmental 

Health Perspectives. 

Overall, workers who arrived 

at the disaster site on the day 

of the attacks and stayed 

more than 90 days reported 

the highest rate of new 

asthma ñ 7 percent. Volun-

teers accounted for almost 

one-third of those responding 

to the survey; firefighters ac-

counted for about 14 percent.  

Workers who reported wearing 

protective respirators on Sept. 

11 and 12, when the contami-

nation was at its worst, had 

lower risk of developing adult -

onset asthma, the study 

found.  

(Continued on page 4) 

A new survey of Sept. 11-

related illnesses has found a 

sharp increase in asthma ñ 12 

times higher than normal ñ 

among those who worked on 

the toxic debris piles of 

ground zero, the Associated 

Press reports. 

The study, released recently 

by the New York City Depart-

ment of Health, was based on 

responses gathered by the 

World Trade Center Health 

Registry. 

The data show 3.6 percent of 

the 25,000 rescue and recov-

ery workers in the registry 

reported developing asthma 

after working at the site ñ 

more than 12 times the ex-

pected figure for adults over a 

similar time period.  

"The risk was significantly ele-

vated for fire and rescue 

 

New Study Confirms High Asthma 

Rate for 9/11 Workers  

http://www.eiielectric.com/home.html
http://www.valcourt.net/


 

 

Department of Homeland Security Issues  

Chemical Facility Anti -Terrorism Standards  
(Continued)  

in the Federal Register to provide information for 
the risk assessment process; other requirements 
will follow that time period.  
Additional facilities will follow a similar time 
frame after future Federal Register publications. 
The DHS will provide technical assistance to facil-
ity owners and operators as needed.  
Only state laws and requirements that conflict or 
interfere with the regulations, or the purpose for 
the regulations, will be preempted. Currently, 
the DHS has no reason to conclude that any exist-
ing state laws impede the federal rule.  
The rule garnered mixed reaction from related 
industry groups including the Synthetic Organic 
Chemical Manufacturers Association (SOCMA) and 
the American Chemistry Council (ACC).  Synthetic 
Organic Chemical Manufacturers Association 
(SOCMA) President Joe Acker expressed disap-
pointment over the 120 -day time frame to file 
risk assessments and the need to "unnecessarily 
re-conduct risk assessments" for SOCMA facilities. 
The group will release further statements as it 
analyzes the rule.  
"We support the phased-in approach to the rules, 
but would like to have seen more time given for 
companies to perform their security vulnerability 
assessment (SVA), especially small companies 
with limited resources," said Acker. "The short-
ened time frame will make it extremely difficult 
for companies to evaluate the new rules and then 
perform the appropriate tasks in the prescribed 
time frame required by the rule.  
"Secondly, DHS's decision to limit alternative 
SVA's to only Tier 4 facilities is disappointing. 
Facilities that have taken the proper action over 
the last five years - which include all of SOCMA's 
member facilities - will need to unnecessarily re -
conduct risk assessments, even though nothing 
has changed in their overall risk profiles.  
"Lastly, SOCMA understands and supports DHS's 
intent to use guidance for assisting facilities in 

meeting the new security standards. SOCMA ex-
pects that many risk reduction measures that 
could be taken by facilities will not be captured 
in the guidance. These risk reduction measures 
should be given the same consideration as meas-
ures found in the DHS guidance materials." 
The American Chemistry Council, on the other 
hand, praised the rule.  "For the first time, a fed-
eral agency is authorized to enforce national risk -
based performance standards to ensure that 
chemical facilities assess security vulnerabilities 
and implement security plans to address them," 
ACC stated in a press release. "Equally important, 
DHS has clear authority to inspect these facilities 
and apply strong penalties, including facility shut-
downs, for those that fail to act.  
"These new regulations will complement existing 
state programs and the significant security en-
hancements already undertaken voluntarily by our 
members to protect the chemical industry and 
the nation. In addition to leading the charge for 
comprehensive federal chemical facility security 
legislation after 9/11, our members have already 
invested over $3.5 billion upgrading security as 
part of the ACC's Responsible Care Security Code." 
The full Chemical Facility Anti -Terrorism Stan-
dards Interim Final Rule  is available at the DHS 
web site  (www.dhs.gov).  

References: U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-

rity (DHS), Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufac-

turers Association (SOCMA), and American Chem-

istry Council (ACC).  
 

Jack Fearing, CPEA, is a Senior Consultant with Aon Global Risk 
Consulting and based in Parsippany, NJ.  He has over 25 years of 
safety and health program management experience including 
conducting comprehensive audits and inspections for the chemi-
cal industry.  He is a member of the Auditing Roundtable and a 
professional member of the American Society of Safety Engi-
neerõs (ASSE) and the Assistant Administrator of the ASSE Inter-
national Practice Specialty (IPS).  He can be contacted at +1 -973
-463-6240 or jack_fearing@ars.aon.com.  

"These findings reflect the 

critical importance of getting 

appropriate respiratory pro-

tection to all workers as 

quickly as possible during a 

disaster, and making every 

effort to make sure workers 

wear them at all times," said 

Dr. Thomas Frieden, the city's 

health commissioner.  
The results support previous 
research that found 70 per-
cent of workers at ground zero 

later suffered lung problems. 
The doctors who conducted 
that study said they expect 
thousands to need treatment 
for 9/11 illnesses.  
The authors of the new 
asthma study cautioned the 
findings are based on self-
reporting by those answering 
their survey questions, so they 
cannot verify diagnoses or rule 
out over -reporting by those 
who responded. 
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New Study Confirms High Asthma Rate for 9/11 Workers  
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