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Department of Homeland Security Issues
Chemical Facility Anti -Terrorism Standards

By Jack Fearing, CPEA

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) released the Chemical Facility Anti-
Terrorism Standards (CFATS) Interim Final Rule
that imposes comprehensive federal security

regulations on high-risk chemical facilities. The

regulation was effective on June 8, 2007, ex-

cept for Appendix A to Part 27. The DHS will

subsequently announce the effective date of

the Appendix.

Guidelines, using a risk-based approach, were for

high risk, its owners will be required to prepare

and submit a Security Vulnerability Assessment

(SVA) and to develop and implement Site Secu-

rity Plan (SSPs) which include measures that

satisfy the identified risk -based performance
standards. Submissions will be validated

through audits and site inspections. The in-
spections and audits are to be conducted only

by personnel duly authorized and designated

that purpose as O0inspe
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developed after reviewing comments from state
and local partners, the U.S. Congress, private
industry and the public. The DHS now has the
authority to seek compliance through the impo-
sition of civil penalties, up to $25,000 per day,
and to close non-compliant facilities.

The final rule establishes performance stan-
dards for the security of chemical facilities in
the United States. Owners of chemical facili-
ties housing certain quantities of specified
chemicals will be required to complete a pre-
liminary screening assessment to determine the
level of risk associated with their facility. Ap-
pendix A to Part 27 of the standard lists the
DHS Chemicals of Interest and the Screening
Threshold Quantity (STQ) in pounds.

If a chemical facility preliminarily qualifies as

tary or the
issue guidance identifying appropriate proc-
esses for inspections, and specifying the type
and nature of documentation that must be
made available for review during inspections
and audits.

Security standards will be required to achieve
specific outcomes, including:

e  Secure the perimeter and critical targets.

e  Control access.

e Deter theft of potentially dangerous chemi-
cals.

e Prevent internal sabotage.

Covered facilities contacted by DHS will have

120 days from the publication of the regulation
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W elcome Back! | am hoping this message finds you all well rested from an
excellent summer. Our June Planning meeting was very exciting as we have
~ an exciting year planned for the NJ Chapter. | would like to extend a special thanks
to Bob Sagendorf and the Chatham Fire department for their hospitality.

Our chapter is off to a great start. We are in the process of updating our Web site
to make it more user friendly and our next meeting is well on its way. The Septem-
ber meeting is scheduled for Thursday September 13", it is a joint meeting with the
College Health and Environmental Safety Society. Please see below or refer to our
website at www.njasse.org for further details.

Our executive board has been busy planning for the upcoming year, for the next several months we
have the following. In October, we will be having a joint meeting with our colleagues at the NJ -
ACHHM. In November, we will be having a joint meeting with our colleagues at the NY Metro ASSE.

This year we will also be looking to participate in the Lincoln Tunnel Challenge Fun

-Run/Walk for

Special Olympics, Toys for Tots and working together with Habitat for Humanity.

Secretaryos

Web Walking With Weissman

Our next meeting is Thursday September 13th at the Chubb Loss Control University in Warren, New
Jersey. This is a joint meeting with the College Health and Environmental Safety Society (CHESS of
NJ). The topic is Sprinkler Systems Save Lives and Protect Property. We promise you great speak-
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