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To coincide with the proposed rule on Cranes and Derricks in Construction, published in the 

Federal Register, the U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administra-

tion (OSHA) has initiated a National Crane Safety Initiative to address safety hazards during 

construction crane operation.  

The Crane Safety Initiative also builds on a number of steps taken by OSHA earlier this year to 

raise awareness on crane safety and increase enforcement of the current standards, including 

launching local emphasis programs in a number of regions to inspect high -rise construction, 

stakeholder outreach and additional training on crane safety.  

"Three important features of this initiative are that it will provide information and outreach to 

the construction industry and other stakeholders, offer enhanced resources to OSHA inspectors 

who address crane safety and implement a National Emphasis Program on Crane Safety," said 

Assistant Secretary for Occupational Safety and Health Edwin G. Foulke Jr. "The Bureau of La-

bor Statistics recently reported the 2007 fatality rate was the lowest in recorded history, in-

cluding a reported five percent 

reduction in fatalities for the 

construction industry. This initia-

tive builds upon this successful 

record."  

Through its agency partners in 

the construction industry, OSHA 

will increase awareness of and 

provide information on how to 

avoid crane hazards. The 

agency's compliance safety and 

health officers will receive en-

hanced resources on crane 

safety. Additionally, the National 

Emphasis Program will incorpo-

rate increased targeted inspec-

tions of construction worksites to 

identify crane hazards and pro-

mote compliance with workplace 

crane safety requirements.  

OSHA's proposed rule on cranes 

and derricks addresses the key 

hazards associated with construc-

tion cranes and derricks.  

OSHA 
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O n October 21, 2008, Benjamin Moore & Co 

in Flanders, NJ hosted the joint meeting 

between NJ ASSE and ACHMM-NJ.  Mr. Bill Mar-

garetta, 25 year ASSE member and the Presi-

dent and Secretary of the Board of Trustees of 

the New Jersey State Safety Council, presented 

on the topic of Eye Safety.  Mr. Margaretta posed the simple 

question, òWhy is vision the only sense we donõt test in 

Safety?ó Attendees left the presentation with a clear under-

standing of their path forward to improve their safety and 

health programs. The program was excellent and encouraged 

a lot of audience participation.  

On Thursday, October 30th, we hosted the Homeland Security 

Fall PDC at the Middlesex County Fire Academy.  We had 

many experienced and fantastic speakers who presented 

throughout the day.  Many thanks go to:  Mary Bell, Bob 

Sagendorf, Dave Goett, Barry Weissman and all of the pre-

senters. Please see the pictures on www.njasse.org  

We are looking forward to our November meeting, which is a 

joint meeting with the Metro (NY) Chapter.  We hope to have 

record attendance on Thursday, November 20 th at 7 World 
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Exposure to X-rays from airport baggage screening machines 

poses little danger to airport workers, according to a NIOSH re-

port  (.pdf file)  issued Oct. 1. 

The agency said it conducted health hazard evaluations at 12 

airports across the nation in 2004 at the request of the Transpor-

tation Security Administration. The evaluation found that nearly 

90 percent of TSA baggage screeners included in the evaluation 

received no measurable occupational X-ray radiation exposure.  

Low doses of radiation within OSHA's permissible exposure limits 

were found among some screeners. NIOSH said factors that may 

have contributed to the exposure included improper mainte-

nance of machines, equipment design limitations, insufficient 

training and improper work practices. NIOSH made recommenda-

tions to address each issue and said it is conducting further 

monitoring of exposures.  

NSC 

Baggage Screening Machines Pose 

Minimal Danger: NIOSH Report  
One of our main focuses of the Chapter is to increase 
monthly meeting attendance.  To achieve this, we 
are offering incentives for those members who at-
tend the monthly meetings.  Here are a few of the 
incentives that are being utilized for this year:  

Attend all scheduled meetings - 1 free PDC 

voucher for the next year  

Come to 4 meetings - receive a $20 gas card 

Bring your boss/supervisor ð The boss gets in 
free  

Sponsor a monthly meeting w/tour - Free PDC 

voucher 

Member meeting speaker - Free meeting in addi-
tion to speaker gig  

Bring 2 or more colleagues (same company) - 1 

free meeting (for you)  

Four or more from the same company - All 1/2 

price 

Write an article and have it published in the 
monthly newsletter (min. 300 -500 words) - 1 
free meeting  

Provide meeting speaker - 1 free meeting  

All new members ð 1 free meeting  

Another goal is to obtain the ASSE Society Recogni-
tion Award (STAR Chapter Achievement). 

Energy drinks containing high levels of caffeine should carry 

warning labels, scientists at Johns Hopkins University in Balti-

more say. 

In a report published in the September issue of Drug and Alcohol 

Dependence, researchers noted that while caffeine levels in cola 

are restricted by the Food and Drug Administration to 71 milli-

grams per 12 ounces, high-caffeine energy drinks ð which can 

contain 10 times as much caffeine ð are exempt from such scru-

tiny if they are marketed as nutritional supplements.   

Researchers warn that overconsumption of caffeine can lead to 

caffeine intoxication, a condition that can result in gastrointesti-

nal pain, rapid heartbeat, anxiety, agitation and insomnia. In 

rare cases, the condition can be fatal.  

The study further suggests energy drinks, which are marketed to 

teens and young adults, could act as a "gateway drug," encourag-

ing young people to try stronger illegal drugs or abuse prescrip-

tion stimulants. Researchers recommend requiring a label that 

clearly states both the levels of caffeine in the drink and the 

potential risks of overconsumption.  
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Report: High -Caffeine Drinks 

Should be Labeled  
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